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“

I am the
descendant
of a people
that builded
Damascus,
and Byblos,
and Tyre and
Sidon you,
and with a
will
Kahlil Gibran

Dear Med Club Members and Friends,
We like to invite you to join us for an exciting and unforgettable
New Year's Eve celebration that will feature the superstar Farah Ibrahim and his band.
We also like to invite our business and professional members
and friends to sponsor a table of 10 or 5, and pleased to let you know
that your sponsorship can be tax-deductible. In addition, we will acknowledge your support in the event program, provide you with one
year free ads in our Newsletter, Zurouna, and also on the Tucson Med
Club website. We hope you would be able to join our New Year's Eve
celebration.
Sincerely,
Tucson Middle Eastern Descendant (Med) Club
tucsonmedclub.org/activities

“
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Mohamad Amin Saad,

masappeal7@yahoo.com
We just had a fabulous and historic
trip to the Homeland in Palestine
that has been in the making for
almost 60 years, although I couldn’t
help feeling sad and outraged at
the realities on the ground especially in the West Bank under an
oppressive and vicious occupation
that has gone in for 52 years. Nevertheless, the Palestinian people
are incredibly resolute, determined
and resourceful and they shall
overcome the current realities no
matter the sacrifices. On this trip,
I got to see our family’s hometown
of Umm Al Fahem, visit my father’s
grave (who passed away there 24
years ago) and meet my last surviving uncle and aunt from my
father’s side, all for the first time in
my life.

Umm Al Fahem (my family’s hometown), a thriving city which was only allowed to
have electricity in 1980!

I also enjoyed visiting my hometown
and birthplace,
Nablus, for the
first time since we
left our house in
1960 to Jerusalem,
where we flew to
Kuwait to start
a new life and a
new opportunity. I
grew up in Nablus
for most of early
childhood and had
my fondest memories during the
first 8 years of my
life when my family left to Kuwait.

One Israeli settlement on the road between Ramallah and Nablus

The road between Ramallah and Nablus in the West Bank was littered with
tens of illegal Israeli settlements strategically located on hill tops and enjoying the most modern buildings, parks,
roads, amenities and access to 4 times
as much fresh water as Palestinians
living in villages and towns just below.
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Ramallah – Proud Palestinian flags flying at
the Yasser Arafat memorial site and museum in
Ramallah
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The City of Ramallah (where we used to go on weekends to play and order hot
chocolate!)

And I got to achieve my long-standing dream of praying again in the
Al Aqsa Mosque (Dome of the Rock) in Jerusalem, where my father
used to take me and my older sister on certain Fridays for prayers
and to visit our priest friend at the Church of Resurrection (aka The
Church of Holy Sepulcher) and buy candles from him – a very emotional visit indeed!

In Jerusalem by the Dome of the Rock

Nothing much had
changed since except for
the presence of a foreign
occupation force every
which way we went in
Jerusalem. This time
around, which marks my
first return since the Israelis occupied East Jerusalem as a consequence of
the Six-Day War in 1967,
we were struck (and understandably intimated)
by the sight of groups of
6 Israeli soldiers each,
scattered throughout the
narrow passages of the
souk leading to the Haram
Al-Sharif, heavily armed
and huddled together
behind barricades in vigil
and fear, with their fingers
on the machine gun triggers, as if they are ready to
shoot at the very first sign
of disturbance!

Continue in Next Issue
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Arab Cinama Posters

Part one

Memorabilia Room, Sterling Memorial Library, Yale University
Presented by The Near East Collection & Manuscripts and Archives
Yale University Library
Simon Samoeil, Curator, Ret.
December 2008 to February 2009

Simon Samoeil

The posters displayed in this exhibition are selected from a collection
of some 1200 Arabic film posters
recently acquired by the Curator
of the Near East Collection at Yale
University Library. The collection
is currently housed at the Department of Manuscripts and Archives
at Sterling Memorial Library, Yale
University. For more information
on the “Arabic Film Posters” please
visit: http://mssa.library.yale.edu/
findaids/stream.php?xmlfile=mssa.
ms.1868.xml.
The aim of this exhibition is to document the development of the Arabic film from its inception in Egypt
(the Hollywood of Arab cinema) in
the first quarter of the twentieth
century to its current maturity and
development in Egypt and other
Arab countries.
The earliest Egyptian films were: Fi
Bilad Tut Ankh Amun (في بالد توت عنخ
“ ) آمونIn the Lands of Tutankamen”
(1923), written and directed by the
Italian Victor Rossito, a feature film
about the discovery of the tomb
of the ancient Egyptian king Tutankamen by Lord Carnarvon (18661923) and traditional Egyptian life;

followed by Barsum Yabhathu an
Wazifah (“ )برصوم يبحث عن وظيفةBarsum
Searches for a Job” (1924), written and produced by Muhammad
Bayyumi ( ;)محمد ب ّيويمand “Layla” ( )ليىلdirected by the Italian born Stephan
Rosti (1891-1964( ))اسطفان رو�سيت, a melodrama about love and betrayal.
With the introduction of radio, however, the Egyptian singers started
to gain fame throughout the Arab
World. Production companies endeavored to recruit these singers
to perform in films. Famous singers like Umm Kulthum (1898-( )�أم لكثوم
1975), Leila Murad (1918-1995( ))ليىل مراد
and Muhammad Abd al-Wahhab (محمد
( )عبد الوهابwho was also a musician and
composer) (1910-1991) dominated
the Egyptian film industry through
the end of the 1940s. Soon after other famous singers came to the front:
Shadiyah (( )شاديةb. 1929), Abd alHalim Hafiz (1929-1977( ))عبد احللمي حافظ,
the Syrian born Farid al-Atrash (فريد
1915-1974( ) )ا ألطرشand his sister Asmahan (1912-1944( ))�أمسهان, a rival of
Umm Kulthum, and Fatin Hamamah (Lady of the Arab Screen) (b.
1931) who starred with an unknown
Lebanese Christian, Michel Shalhoub ( )مي�شيل شلهوبwhom she married

and later divorced. To marry Hamamah, Shalhoub converted to Islam
and took a new name, becoming
the famous Omar Sharif (( )معر الرشيفb.
1932).
Motivated by profit, film production
companies started sending technicians abroad for training in order to
develop the film industry and bring
it to a level on par with the western
movies.
To reflect the tastes and sentiments
of the Arab population, the Arab
film was not restricted to the traditional love and betrayal themes;
the literary masterpieces of the famous Egyptian novelists Najīb Maḥfūẓ (1911-2006( ) )جنيب حمفوظwinner of
1988 Nobel Prize for Literature, the
prolific Ihsan ‘Abd al-Quddus (�إحسان
1919-1990( ))عبد القدوس, Yusuf al-Siba’i
(1917-1978( ) )يوسف ال�سباعيand Taha Husayn (1889-1973( ))طه حسني, dean of
Arabic literature, were adapted into
movies. Arab cinema also started
documenting the political and nationalistic development in the Arab
world. Hence, the movement of
Arab nationalism, the nationalization of the Suez Canal by President
Nasser in 1956 and the subsequent
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trilateral invasion by France, Great
Britain and Israel that followed, the
Palestinian problem, the Arab-Israeli struggle, the Algerian war of
independence, the 1967 and 1973
Arab-Israeli wars, the Lebanese civil
war and the several Israeli invasions
and wars with Lebanese resistance
movements became themes for new
films. To date, the Egyptian film industry has produced close to 10,000
films. Most of these are in the Egyptian dialect, which made it very popular and the lingua franca allover
the Arab World. Cairo is still the
capital of the Arabic movie industry.
Although Arab cinema was born
in Egypt, the film industry in other
Arab countries started to pick up
in the second half of the twentieth
century, emulating Egyptian films
and movie techniques. Currently, films are produced in almost all
Arab countries with various degrees
of quality and quantity.
In Syria some 150 films have so far
been produce, two thirds of which
date back to the 1960s and 1970s.
The rest have been produced by the
government operated al-Mu’ssasah
al-‘Ammah lil-Sinima ()املؤسسة العامة للسيامي
“General Establishment for the Cinema” adapting some of the novels of
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the famous Syrian novelist Hanna
Minah (1924-( ) ) حنّا مينةand the Palestinian author Ghassan Kanafani (غسان
ّ
1936-1972( ) )كنفاينinto quality films. In
the 1960s, due to the good foreign
relations with the former Soviet
Union, the Syrian government sent
dozens of ambitious young men and
women to study Soviet cinematic
arts and techniques. Upon finishing their studies in the specialized
academies in the different republics
of the Soviet Union, they returned
home to enrich the nascent film
industry in Syria. The Syrian films
(mostly in the Syrian dialects of Damascus, Aleppo and the coastal regions), actors and actresses, technicians, directors and producers have
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achieved high degree of popularity
and fame all over the Arab World.
The film industry in Lebanon started in the early 1930s with films such
as Mughamarat Ilyas Mabruk (مغامرات
“ )�إلياس مربوكThe adventures of Elias
Mabruk” and Mughamarat Abu
‘Ubayd (“ )مغامرات �أبو عبيدThe Adventures
of Abu ‘Ubayd” both produced by
Jurdanu Bayruti()جوردانو بريويت, a1992
and 1931 respectively. The Lebanese
film industry gained momentum
during the 1960s and early 1970s,
until the start of the Lebanese civil
war which had very negative effects
on the movie industry in Lebanon.
The films in Lebanon are not only
in Arabic but also in French and English.
In Iraq, the film industry started
during the 1940s under King Faysal
II (1935-1958), producing popular
films, featuring famous Iraqi singers and dancers. However, after the
end of the monarchy in 1958, the
film industry came under the direction of the government and began
to produce films which served and
furthered the aims of the political
establishment. It continued to deteriorate due to political upheavals
and wars with the rise to power of
Saddam Husayn (1937-2006) in 1979.

Continue in Next Issue
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$3M Grant to Create Cybersecurity Modeled
After Human Body
By:
Emily Dieckman

From left: Doctoral student Clarisa Grijalva Lugo; University of Sonora, Mexico professor and UA alumnus Jesus Horacio Pacheco;
doctoral student Pratik Satam; professor Salim Hariri; doctoral student Shalaka Chittaranjan Satam; and assistant research professor
Cihan Tunc.

Electrical and computer engineering researchers are
training a future cybersecurity workforce and creating
bioinspired methods for keeping computers secure.
A woman touches a hot stove,
but thanks to the nervous system, she snatches her hand away
before she gets too hurt. A virus
enters the body, but the immune
system fends off the invader before it can cause too much dam-

age. What if our computers and
smartphones could respond to
security threats in the same proactive way our bodies respond to
health threats?
University of Arizona researchers
are developing a form of cyberse-

curity inspired by these human
biological systems that detect
and address threats in their earliest stages. The team will also
offer training and research opportunities to students from underrepresented backgrounds.

https://news.engineering.arizona.edu/news/3m-grant-create-cybersecurity-modeled-after-human-body
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The Partnership for Proactive
Cybersecurity Training project is funded by a three-year, $3
million grant from the National
Nuclear Security Administration's Minority Serving Institution Partnership Program. The
UA, which was designated as a
Hispanic-Serving Institution in
2018, is collaborating with Howard University, Navajo Technical
University and Argonne National
Laboratory.
"I felt we could learn about how
the body protects us by reacting
to threats and maybe apply it to
cyber by building a 'cyber immune system,'" said Salim Hariri, UA electrical and computer
engineering professor and the
project's principal investigator.
"We're trying to build these abilities where, when somebody at-
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tacks your computer, these measures can detect the attack and
act on it before you're even aware
something is compromised."
The term "cybersecurity" might
bring to mind images of government secrets and companies
managing large quantities of information, but it's an important
issue for anyone who owns a
computer or smartphone.
"You carry around this phone
that's networked to all kinds of
servers, and your information
is very vulnerable," said Tamal
Bose, head of the Department
of Electrical and Computer Engineering and co-investigator on
the project. "Cyberspace is the
domain where most wars are going to be fought in the future."

Salim Hariri

Machine Learning
to Improve Security

Tamal Bose

Traditional approaches to cybersecurity have been reactive and
ad hoc. A device is attacked, or
threatened, and then the cybersecurity system tries a handful
of strategies to mitigate the damage or counter the attack. The
team hopes to create a scientific
approach that catalogs exactly
which strategies attackers have
at their disposal, almost like a
playbook in football. Then, researchers can develop their own
playbook of defense methods,
carefully monitor the "vitals" of

the cybersystem, and be ready
to respond at the first sign of an
attack.
"The moment we see abnormal
behavior, we want to be able to
say, 'Oh, that's play No. 5 and I already have a way to respond to it,
and I can act on it quickly,'" Hariri said. "An attacker can reach
hundreds of thousands of devices in a fraction of a second, so we
need our ability to detect threats
and protect a system to work just
as quickly."
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The team is using machine learning methods. In this type of artificial intelligence, machines teach
themselves how to recognize patterns and learn new tasks, meaning humans don't have to step in
and program the machines every
time they want them to do something new.
To teach a machine to recognize
a cactus, for example, a researcher would show the machine thousands of photos of cactuses until
the machine learned to recognize the color, spines and size
that make a cactus a cactus. Likewise, a machine exposed to thousands of examples of cyberse-

ZUROUNA
curity threats through machine
learning techniques would come
to recognize such threats on its
own.

Gregory Ditzler

Machine learning is especially
useful in a cybersecurity context
because attackers, with a whole
playbook of tactics at their disposal, often evolve their methods. How they attack a computer
today might be different from the
way they do it tomorrow, so the
cybersecurity system must be
able to learn as it goes along, detect changes in the environment
and even anticipate changes before they occur.

Co-investigator and electrical and computer engineering assistant professor Gregory Ditzler continues the analogy of a hand on a hot stove. "Once you put your hand down on that stove, you know not to
touch it again, because it's hot," he said. "But how can you be prepared to recognize other dangers, like
putting your hand in a toaster? This is where machine learning comes in."

Training Opportunities for Underrepresented Groups
The grant takes a two-pronged
approach to improving the science of cybersecurity. While
researchers
develop
these
new techniques, they'll also be
training students from the UA,
Howard University and Navajo
Technical University – especially underrepresented minority
groups and women – to become
highly skilled members of the cybersecurity workforce.
"The hottest jobs, and some of
the highest-paid jobs, today are
in cybersecurity," Hariri said.
"If I were a student who wanted
job security, a high salary and
the chance to make a big impact
on our society, this is the field I
would want to study."
The initiative will include an

eight-week summer education
program on the UA campus, set
to begin in 2020, and a cybersecurity class that takes place in a virtual lab, which can be accessed
from anywhere with internet
connectivity. It will also provide
students opportunities to do internships with the Department of
Energy and in other government
labs, where they will conduct research and learn about emerging
technologies, preparing them to
go on to jobs in the cybersecurity
field. In addition, the team will
integrate cybersecurity modules
into existing UA courses.
"We hear a lot of stories about
advances in computing or physical technology being used to
improve human health," said

UA President Robert C. Robbins.
"But what makes the Fourth Industrial Revolution unique is the
physical, biological and data sciences converging in unexpected ways. Researchers learning
from human biological systems
to inspire a new tool that improves cybersecurity is the kind
of innovative thinking we need,
and is characteristic of the UA's
problem-solving culture. Involving underrepresented students
makes this effort an even more
powerful example of UA expertise creating real-world impact at
the intersection of research and
the student experience. We are
building a highly skilled workforce that will continue tackling
grand challenges well into the
future."
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Family Fun Night at Zaatar Restaurant | October 26, 2019.
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Proud to Present the Zurouna Newsletter Sponsors

Tucson Medical Park:
2355 N. Ferguson Ave
Tucson, AZ 85712

Stone/Rillito River
50 E. Croydon Park Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85704

Southern Arizona Clinics
Douglas - Nogales- Sierra Vista - Willcox

Telephone: (520) 326-4811— Fax: (520) 881-9499
Sonia Hariri, DDS
DentistVidoni-Hartung,
Dr. Sarah KymDDS
Stephanie
Personalized and progressive dentistry with a commitment to excellence – thats what you can expect
from us.
1840 North Craycroft Road • Tucson, Arizona 85712

Phone: (520) 886-2822 •

Website:
http://www.shariridds.com/
primedentalaz.com

ALLERGY, AST H M A ASSOCI AT ES, P.C

Dr. ALif Sara h, MD
I nter nal M edicine,
Board Cer tified
Tel: (520) 297-9813
Fax: (520) 297-0705

1625 W Ina Rd Tucson, AZ 85704

N a beeh N . La H ood, M D , FACAAI
Pier r e Sa ka li, M D , M AAAAI
Adul t a nd Pedi a tr ics

2320 N . Wyatt D r ., Ste. 71 * T u cson , AZ 85712

(520) 318-1860

7520 N . Or acle Road, * Tucson, AZ 85704

(520) 531-9254

1760 E. Flor ence Blvd., St e. 200 * Casa Gr ande, AZ

(520) 836-3283
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ARIZONA DESERT LANDSCAPE

Hannah Sarah
Cyber Support Services is a provider of IT services and solutions for companies of all sizes. We
provide management, maintenance, and protection for all computers, servers, networks and data
in use at your business. We are the only IT company that has been licensed by Avirtek to distribute the revolutionary AIM server to our clients.

1315 E. Thunderhead Cir,
Tucson, AZ 87716
Phone: (520) 327-0955

Call Shakar Fatah at (520) 312-6830
Email: shakar.fatah@avirtek.com

www.cybersupportservices.com
SOUTHWEST ENGINEERING
George Sahyouni, PhD., P.E.
Senior Structural Engineer

Tel: (520) 615-7786

1670 N. Kolb Road, Site 144

Tucson, AZ 85715
sahyouni.george@gmail.com
www.swestructural.com

Tarik H. Sultan

Immigration Law Since 1976
Listed in ‘The Best lawyers in America’
2870 N. Swan Road, , Suite 160, Tucson, AZ 85712
(520) 882-9633 - (520) 882-2929 FAX
Email: sultan@azimm.com

Zaatar Mediterranean Restaurant
(New Location)
2310 N . Countr y Club, T ucson, AZ 85716

H ours: 10AM -9PM
M enu: places.singleplatfor m.com
Or der : doordash.com

Phone: (520) 323-4074
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Board
Members

•

George Sahyouni

•

Sam E. Moussa

•

Salim Hariri, President

•

Kamal Moukabary

•

Mona Sarah,VP

•

Alif Sarah

•

Lydia Sahyouni, Treasurer

•

Hannah Sarah

•

Ari Baban

•

Hassan Sultan

•

Mena Latas

•

Ramzi Touchan

•

Sonia Hariri

•

Marie Toutounji

•

Adel Ziady

•

Hassan Hijazi

•

George Sahyouni

•

Wadih Hougeir

•

Safa Merheb

Tucson Med Club
Contact:

P. O. Box 43024
Tucson, AZ 85733-3024

Salim Hariri
hariri02@gmail.com
Shakar Fatah
shaker.fatah@avirtek.com
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